
NEWSLETTER
In this edition we’ll tell you about the Christmas 

Holidays, give you some information about the 

‘Friends  Of’ the playground and let you know 

what’s coming up over the next few months. 

There’s a small paragraph about the second 

’Playwork Principle‘ and then  there’s a note 

from Adrian Loades, Executive Director of 

Children, Families and Adults Services (CFA)

Playground update

In 2014, over 15,000 visits  to the playground 

were recorded during staffed play sessions. This  

doesn’t include all of the children that have 

attended during school sessions or parent and 

toddler, or visits during times that playworkers 

aren’t at the playground.

The Christmas Celebrations on 20th December 

went brilliantly with over 80 children there to 

enjoy the food and drink, music, games, laughter, 

tinsel and elf hats. A visit from Santa made the 

afternoon extra special! We’d like to say a 

massive thank you to Tesco and Morrisons for 

their very kind contributions to the party food 

and gifts.

Playworkers continue to staff the playground 

over the winter months, but with reduced 

opening hours due to the dark, cold nights. Up to 

date details are on the website. Lots of children 

are still  venturing outdoors to come and play. 

The mud only adds to the fun… and plus, the new 

two seater spinneymobile handles much better 

in the wet… Why not come and try it for 

yourself!

‘Friends Of’ the Playground and Time 

Credits
We are always looking for volunteers to help out 

with play sessions, fundraising, playground 

maintenance and sharing skills. There is no 

minimum commitment- you can help as little or 

as often as you like. If you would like to get 

involved please get in touch with us. The ‘Friends 

Of’ will be holding their next meeting on Thursday 

5th March at 1.30pm in the barge at the 

playground. We would love to see you there… the 

more the merrier!

We offer excellent mentoring, support and 

training for our volunteers, and you can also earn 

‘time credits’, which you can spend at various 

locations and activities in the area, from 

swimming to a visit to the cinema.  

Edition 3  January 2015



The ‘Playmakers’ project
The playmakers project has come to an end (for 

now!). We have been working with some artists 

from Cambridge Curiosity and Imagination on 

various projects. Previously we created willow 

structures around the playground and weaving 

on the fence. More recently we have been 

working with them to capture and record 

adults’ memories of play. It’s been interesting, 

exciting, and enlightening to hear what parents 

used to get up to when they were younger! 

Thank you very much to everybody that got 

involved, including Octavia Hill, the Rosmini 

Centre, the Oasis Nursery and Krazy Days 

Nursery.

If you’ve got  a story you’d like to tell about 

playing as a child, we’d still love to hear it. You 

can contact us by email, phone, or by popping 

over to the playground. You can see what 

we’ve been up to by visiting 
http://www.cambridgecandi.org.uk/projects/reimagine

Pink Sheds - ‘Sisters DIYing it for 

themselves’
Organised by the Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough  Learning Trust, the ‘Pink Sheds’

provides  an opportunity for those who attend 

to learn some essential DIY skills , from putting 

up shelves to painting and decorating. Days and 

times are still to be confirmed and there are 

still a few spaces available.  If you would like to 

attend or just want to find out more, please 

contact Wendy Stevenson. 

wstevenson@cpltrust.net

or phone/text 07813  811742.

Playwork Principle 2
In each edition of the newsletter, we are sharing 

with you one of the ‘playwork principles’ that 

underpin the work that the playworkers do. 

“Play is a process that is freely chosen, 

personally directed and intrinsically motivated. 

That is, children and young people determine 

and control the content and intent of their play, 

by following their own instincts, ideas and 

interests, in their own way for their own 

reasons.”

Playwork isn’t about telling children what to do. 

Playwork is about letting children be children 

and giving them the time and space to learn 

about themselves and others, through playing in 

the way that they choose. 

This allows children to develop their own sense 

of identity, self-esteem and confidence. In 

allowing them to play in this way, the 

opportunities for the development of creativity 

and imagination are endless.



A note from Adrian Loades, Executive 

Director of CFA, Cambridgeshire 

County Council

“I visited the playground at the end of 

October half term. It was great to see how the 

playground continues to evolve and develop 

with families, young children and older 

children playing in ways that were often 

different compared to my last visit. The fact 

that the playground is used by so many 

different ages of children and young people is 

in my view one of its great strengths, this is a 

playground that really does offer something 

for everybody. Despite it being the end of a 

long holiday week, playground staff continued 

to work hard to help the children and young 

people and I am always impressed by the way 

that efforts are made to support all the 

children and young people using the 

playground and to plan new and different 

activities. 

The playground is a strong community 

resource and I look forward to seeing what’s 

new the next time I visit.”

If you would like to receive this newsletter in another language, large print or 

Braille, please let us know.

How to get in touch with the playground:
Remember that if you have any comments, suggestions, or ideas, that you can always get in 

touch with us at: 

wisbechadventureplay@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

or call us on 01354 750439

www.wisbechadventureplay.net

Stay and Play
In partnership with the Wisbech Children’s 

Centres, the ‘Stay and Play’ session for 

children aged 0-5 years is on Wednesday 

mornings during term time,  from 10.30am –

12.00pm. It offers something  a little bit 

different and exciting for younger children to 

get involved in. No need to book, just turn up 

and enjoy the fun! Old clothes are a must, 

because it can sometimes  get a little bit 

messy. Drinks and a snack are provided for the 

children.


