
Welcome to the very first edition of 
the Spinney Newsletter! 

 

The Spinney Newsletter will be coming 
to you three times a year to keep you up 
to date with what has been happening 
at the playground and what we have 
planned. We will also be including some 

interesting articles about play and 
playwork, as well as sharing 
opportunities for you to get involved.  

 

 
 

We are keen to know what you think of 

the newsletter. If you have any 
comments, questions, or ideas for future 
articles please get in touch. 

 
wisbechadventureplay@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

01354 750439 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Introduction to Play and Playwork 

 

“Play is what I do when all of the grown 
ups stop telling me what to do”  

 

 Play is an important part of every 
child’s life. It’s how children learn to 
make sense of the world around 
them. 

 At the Spinney, our qualified 
playworkers create a space for your 
child to develop social skills, 
communication, tolerance and 
resilience.  

 

“In playing, and perhaps only in playing, 
the child is free to be creative.” 

 

 All children and young people need 
to play and have a right to play.  

 

 Playworkers use their knowledge 
and expertise to balance risk with the 
developmental benefit and wellbeing 
of children. 

 

We will feature more about play and the 

principles behind it in future newsletters. 
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Meet the Staff 
 

Reuben Francis 
Lead Playworker 

 

With a background in 
therapeutic arts, Reuben has a 
passion for play and giving 
children the freedom they need 
to develop essential life skills. 

 
Jacqui McIntyre 

Deputy Lead Playworker 

 

Jacqui has years of experience 
as a youth worker and moved 
into playwork three years ago. 
Jacqui runs the ‘Stay and Play’ 
session on a Wednesday 
morning. 

 

Brian Garrod 

Playworker 

 

Affectionately known as 
‘Grandad’, Brian also has many 
years’ experience of working 
with children and young 
people. Brian can normally be 

found in our wood workshop! 

 

Angie Winsor 

Playworker  

 

Everybody in Wisbech knows 
Angie and Angie knows 
everybody in Wisbech!  Since 
joining the staff team Angie has 
proven herself a quick learner. 

 

Dan Hemus 

Playworker 

 

Dan is the big kid of the team 
and is frequently seen tearing 
around the playground 
(probably more so than the 
children!) 

 
 

 

A Note from Paul, ‘Friends Of’ 
Chair 

 

Welcome 

As Chair of the 

Friends of Wisbech 
Adventure 
Playground I am 
pleased to support 
this first newsletter, which will aim to 

keep residents informed about what 
is going on at the Spinney and how 
you can get involved to make it an 
even better community resource. 

 
Help Needed! 

We are currently looking for people 
with some time to spare to join our 
Friends Of fundraising group. We 
need general help, and also a 

Treasurer and a Vice Chair to help us 
organise more fun events like our 
tabletop sale, or our Playday. 
 
Not just for kids! 

The playground is a resource for 
children, but we'd love it to become 
more of a facility for other members 
of the community, too. Perhaps you'd 
like a regular coffee morning in our 

barge or for us to use the car park for 
registered traders? If you have any 
bright ideas, let us know by phone on 
01354 750439 or via our Facebook 
page. And if you just want some fun, 

come on down and try out our zip 
wire! 
 

Regards, 

  

 

 

 

Councillor Paul Clapp 
 

 

 

www.wisbechadventureplay.net 



 

Playground Update 
 

There’s been lots going on over the past few 
months, with playworkers and children working 
together to keep the playground an exciting 
and fun place to be. 

 

We’ve nearly finished refurbishing a boat that 
was kindly donated, which is a great place to 
hang out (especially when it’s raining).  

 

We’ve also had the help of Cambridge 
Curiosity and Imagination, with two artists, 
Debbie and Filipa, who have been working with 
the children on creating willow sculptures. 
We’ve got a few more sessions planned, and 
there will be a big celebration of the project at 
Playday on Wednesday 6th August.  

 

Playday is our big 
event of the year, 
and is all about 
celebrating 
children’s right to 
play. 

 

In the past the event has included bouncy 
castles, sumo suit wrestling, parkour 
demonstrations, face painting and a 
community barbeque.  
 
If you’re curious about what’s happening, or 
would like a stall, or to help out on the day, 
please feel free to pop in for a cup of tea and a 
chat anytime that we are here, or give us a call 
on 01354 750439. 

 

 

 

Stay & Play 
 
Stay & Play sessions run every Wednesday 
during term time from 10.30am – 12.00 noon. 
These sessions are for children aged 0-4 
years. There’s a whole world of fun to be had 
and it is free to attend. 
 

 
 
The children can play to their hearts’ content. 
There’s always a variety of activities, with a 
huge sand and water play area, pots and pans, 
buckets and spades, arts and crafts and messy 
play. You can also play indoors if it’s cold and 
wet. 
 
Play time is always followed by a drink and 
healthy snack.  
 
Parents and carers have fun with their children 
while making new friends in the community. 
We warmly welcome Mums, Dads, 
Grandparents and carers. So come along to 
enjoy the fun, and leave feeling inspired with 
lots of new ideas for things to do with your little 
ones at home! 

 

If you would like to receive this 
newsletter in another language, large 

print or Braille, please let us know. 

 

Don’t forget to let us have your ideas for 
this newsletter or the playground 
generally by popping in for a chat or 
through Facebook, email, or by phone. 
We hope to see you soon! 

 

www.wisbechadventureplay.net 


