
NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Playground update 
With the good weather having finally arrived we 
are starting to get very busy, with the playground 
regularly attracting over a hundred children on 
weekdays and two hundred children on 
Saturdays. There has been lots going on and lots 
of new things happening. Every hour of every day 
of every week, we are amazed by the 
enthusiasm, imagination and creativity of the 
children! 
 
We’d like to say a huge thank you to the staff at 
Wisbech Recycling Centre for the endless supply 
of pots and pans for playing in the sand! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be loads to do! There’ll be a bouncy 
castle and giant inflatable slide, a barbecue, cake 
sale, ice cream and much more! It will be a 
fabulous day out for the whole family so be sure 
to come along and get involved. There will also 
be some stall holders here to share information 
about different organisations in Wisbech that you 
might not know about. If you would like to help 
out at the event, or you have any ideas for Play 
Day, please get in touch using the contact details 
on the next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children playing… or anti-social 
behaviour? 
It isn’t always a clear cut distinction and different 
people will have different ideas about where 
children’s actions move out of the realms of play 
and into the realms of anti-social behaviour. 
Sometimes it’s useful to think back to when we 
were children. Where did we play? What did we 
get up to? Where did we go? Did we ever get into 
trouble? Did we ever mean to upset anybody? 
If children are intentionally causing distress to 
others then we need to intervene, but it’s also 
important to remember that children taking risks, 
exploring and pushing boundaries are  all normal 
and healthy parts of growing up. If you do have 
any concerns or anything you would like to tell us 
about please feel free to pop over to have a chat 
with the playworkers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Friends Of’ the playground update 
The tuck shop has been a massive hit since it 
started selling snacks and drinks a couple of 
months ago. A massive thank you to our 
volunteers who make this possible- we simply 
couldn’t do it without you. 
 
The date of the next ‘Friends Of’ Meeting is to be 
confirmed, so keep an eye on the website and 
facebook for updates, or you can always pop in 
and see us! 
friendsofwisbechap@gmail.com  
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It’s not long now until 
the next ‘Play day’, 
which will be held on 
Wednesday 5th August, 
from 11:00am – 4:00pm.  

mailto:friendsofwisbechap@gmail.com
http://www.playday.org.uk/home.aspx


Playwork Principle 3 
In each edition of the newsletter, we are 
sharing with you one of the ‘playwork 
principles’ that underpin the work that the 
playworkers do.  
 
“The prime focus and essence of playwork 
is to support and facilitate the play process 
and this should inform the development of 
play policy, strategy, training and education.” 
 
The means that for playworkers, play should 
be at the heart of everything we do, from 
developing health and safety policy to staff 
training. It’s important that with all of the 
other pressures and demands facing anybody 
who works with children and young people, 
that we are able to keep focussed on the 
reason that we are here and that this is 
supported by policy and strategy. 
Playwork is not about ‘teaching’ children, but 
rather about facilitating an environment in 
which they can freely play and learn, giving 
them the best possible chance of a healthy 
and fulfilling childhood. 
 

Energy drinks 
We are increasingly worried about the amount 
of energy drinks being consumed by children 
and young people in and around the 
playground as the short and long term effects 
of these drinks can be extremely damaging. 
We would be grateful if you could discourage 
your children from bringing energy drinks to 
the playground. Thank you.   

 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter in another language, large print or Braille, 
please let us know. 

Remember that if you have any comments, suggestions or ideas, you can always contact us:  
wisbechadventureplay@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

or call us on 01354 750439 

www.wisbechadventureplay.net 

A note from Paul  
It’s great to see how busy the playground has been 
over the past few weeks with so many children 
and families enjoying the sunshine. The behaviour 
of  the majority of children and young people in 
the playground and surrounding area has been 
overwhelmingly positive and this is a credit to the 
hard work of playworkers, the community safety 
team and the police.  
 
I would encourage you to come along to Play Day 
on Wednesday  5th August. If you want to come 
and have a chat on play day, you’ll find me flipping 
burgers at the barbecue near the main gate! 
 
 

 

Paul Clapp, County Councillor 
and chair of the ‘Friends Of’ 
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